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Piilders — cemwsmmemss;

ou're 8 trained cabinet

maker by trade. You play

guitar: And you love

resonators. So what's
your long-term dream? To build them
for & living, of course. That's John
Alderson’s story at any rate. Still
maving towsrds achieving his goal of
designing and making instruments
full-time, John has Spent years honing
his craft, the result being his Delta
resonators which are beginning to
attract favourable comments from
those in the know.

When did you first start messing
arcund with guitar

| cut guitars to bits when | was &t
school to ses how they work and |
started actuslly building guitars for
myself 20-odd years ago. It's one of
those things that developed as time
went on. I've had a Dobeo for about
30 years and someone stood on the
neck cne time and | managed to fix it
50 when | ceme across 8 coupls of
Nationals that peopie had - one
without & neck and one with no cone -
I reckoned | knew how to sart
them out. end did and |
learned something every
ime | took a job like that
an, | started daing
rafrets and repair jobs
for a local music shop
about 20 years ago and
| used to look inside Les
Pauls and things and
think *1 could do that™,
80 | did. | built mysalf
one and gat rid of a
couple of Peuls that |
had a5 & result.
People would see
me playing them
8L gigs and come
up and ask me
how | did it and |
ended up building
odd things for
people. I'm now
waorking towards
doing it full-time.

build other
puitars if I'm asked
hough - it's not
St resonator

I've known Rob
Armstrong

stages and asked him
what he's made of
\ them. And it got

typesi
b5, but it's the wooden
pnes |'ve been most concerned
With 5o far. | don't want £o give
00 much away, but there are
Eortain features built into the
wooden guitars that I'm very
pleased with and that are a
fleparture from the way marny
pthers are constructed. It's
pil about experimenting for
re. For example, I've spent a
Jong time fiddling about with
khe cones that | use in
njunction with Colin
idham. who hand spins them

for me. We've tried
arious different
Ehicknesses for
fitterent
ipplications - the
fhicker ones come
put: mare trebly

o I've used them
Jor bass strings

o bring out some
brightness there,
Bnd used thinner
tones for the
fretie side in order
fo keep them nice
ind warm.

o how much will
pme of your

handbuilt
pesonators cost?

m trying to bring
a8 wooden

3 & that | like
the fact thet basic resonators hark
back to the origing of the instrument,
8 Duolian was 8 workingman's guitar
after all. So my aim is to have
something to offer that is affordable
but st high quality. A slightly moee
ornate version (Ma the tri-cons guitar
illustrated here) stares ac £1585 -
there's a kot of work in those, what
with the bound fingerboard and body
and pearioid headstock

/Are the Deltas only svailable

direct from

I'm looking to gat some into stores
too, $0 the guitars have some
EXpOSUPE 0N Ehe SEreet as it were, but
I'll always welcome people coming to
e direct. It's a difficult balance for
one-man operations to strike - | don't
want to over-stretch myself and end
up with orders that I'm struggling to
fulfd, but at the same time people nead
o know about the guitars. But things
are certainly loaking promising.

John Aldersen con be contacted
on 0796 BB2 2131 or Email
deltacones@acl com

Next month we'll be reviewing the
tri-cone guitar here. So stay tuned




